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Wanted: Vandals who damage BPA property Up to
$25,000 reward offered for information

PORTLAND, Ore. -information that hel ps catch vandals coul d be
worth up to $25,000 fromthe Bonneville Power Administration’s Crine
Wtness Program The large rewards are a response to significantly

i ncreased vandal i smon BPA s transmi ssion system

The agency has upped its reward significantly to encourage people to
report suspicious behavior or coments to the Crime Wtness Hotli ne,
(800) 437-2744.

“We’ve had nore vandalismon our transnission systemthis spring than in
the past seven years, said Bob Wndus, BPA security chief. Since
February, at least six incidents have been reported in the Pacific

Nort hwest ern st at es.

The | atest incident was very serious, and we hope our higher rewards

will produce nore information nore rapidly, Wndus said. Early this
nont h shooters bl asted away insulators on a 500-kilovolt-transm ssion
line near Bovill in northern Idaho. The resulting outage darkened

anot her 500-kV |line and shut down the powerhouse at Dworshak Dam on the
North Fork of the C earwater River near Oofino, |daho. The outages
| asted over nine hours.

Each tinme we replace gunfire-danaged insulators, it costs thousands of
dol lars, Wndus said. “But the replacenent cost may not be the whole
story. Conmunities, emergency services and businesses are all possibly
af fected when these shooters sensel essly use our transm ssion |lines for
target practice.

W ndus cautions that, if damaged insulators fail, live transm ssion
lines can fall to the ground. Since those wires are not insul ated,
electricity can pulse quickly through the ground, injuring or killing

animal s and people in the vicinity. The lines can also start fires.

Shoot ers have al so danaged i nsul ators and power |ines near Eugene, Oe.,
and Col unmbia Falls, Mnt.

W ndus commented that the higher rewards are also related to honel and
security concerns, and he encouraged citizens to be vigilant about
anyt hi ng suspi ci ous happeni ng near BPA power |ines.

"W are trying to send the strongest possible nessage that willful
attacks upon our transm ssion systemand other facilities are totally
unacceptabl e, Wndus stated. W want to show that we are serious about
finding and arresting those who danage federal property. W all pay for
their thoughtl essness.
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